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“E
verything that we do 

as we gather today, we 

do to celebrate who we 

are as that one Body of Christ; to 

celebrate who we are as mem-

bers of the Diocese of Superior,” 

Bishop James P. Powers sum-

marized in his homily for the 

March 20 Chrism Mass. 

With approximately 600 

in attendance, the occasion’s 

solemnity was heightened by the 

presence of the Diocesan Cho-

rale and the Knights of Colum-

bus Honor Guard in full regalia. 

Dressed in native attire, stu-

dents from St. Francis Solanus 

School in Reserve performed a 

prelude. 

Rhythmic drum beats and an 

a cappella chant preceded the 

chorale’s processional hymn. 

Deacons moved up the aisle 

followed by active and retired 

priests of the diocese, all under 

the images of six angels above 

the Cathedral’s interior arches 

pointing to the mosaic of Christ 

Pantocrator.

Incense was used in abun-

dance throughout the Mass, its 

sensual fragrance and smoke 

adding to the ceremonial at-

mosphere. Transitional Deacon 

Richard Rhinehart proclaimed 

the Gospel. Then Bishop Powers 

raised the Book of Gospels and 

with it made the sign of the 

cross over those assembled.

The bishop started his homily 

welcoming all present – “as a 

total Church of Northwestern 

Wisconsin” – naming each 

representative group: the elect 

and candidates coming into 

the Church at Easter, the lay 

faithful and school children, the 

music and other Mass minis-

ters, the seminarians and two 

deacons, Knights of Columbus, 

the religious sisters, permanent 

deacons and his brother priests.

He continued, “we gather to 

celebrate the high point of our 

diocesan liturgical year;” noting 

the gathering is more signifi cant 

than Christmas or Easter given 

the broad spectrum of mem-

bers of the Diocese of Superior. 

This included an individual 

from each of the 103 diocesan 

parishes who attended to receive 

the holy oils to be used for the 

sacraments throughout the year 

in their home parishes.

Saying the two main purposes 

of the liturgy were the blessing 

of oils and the priests’ renewal of 

promises, the bishop comment-

ed on the readings which spoke 

of anointing with the Spirit of 

the Lord. 

Bishop calls chrism Mass “high point of 

our diocesan liturgical year”

Bishop James P. Powers celebrates the Diocese of Superior’s Chrism Mass beneath the prominent mosaic of Christ 

holding the Book of Gospels in his left hand and blessing with his right. (Catholic Herald photo by Jenny Snarski)

See CHRISM
, Page 6

MARY GRIECO

SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC HERALD

A
fter planning and dreaming for well 

over a decade, members of Nativity 

of Our Lord Parish in Rhinelander 

are gathering in a completely renovated 

worship space. 

The project was completed just in time 

for Holy Week liturgies. Bishop James P. 

Powers presided at an altar dedication 

Mass and church blessing. 

“What a graced moment it is for me as 

your bishop to be able to celebrate this holy 

day in the life of this parish and in the lives 

of each of you,” he said.

Thirteen years ago, the parishes of St. 

Mary and St. Joseph merged to become 

Nativity of Our Lord. For the past several 

years, most liturgies have been held at 

the former St. Mary site, which is now the 

“new” church. During the nine months of 

construction, however, Masses and other 

celebrations were held at the former St. 

Joseph site. 

Hundreds of parishioners offered 

their time, talent and treasure to make 

this project a reality. Without the in-kind 

work of many, the cost of this $3.6 million 

undertaking would have been signifi cantly 

higher. 

Among those who volunteered countless 

hours was Mary Dahl, a retired civil engi-

neer, who stepped forward to take on the 

role of project manager. Coordinating all 

the details and staying within a tight time-

frame were some of her biggest challenges. 

“This was actually a fast build,” she said. 

Although plans had been on the table 

for several years, the impetus to do the 

majority of the construction last year came 

from a million dollar grant from the James 

E. Cleary Foundation, which stipulated the 

money be spent in 2017. 

“I’m glad that requirement was put on 

this grant,” Dahl said, “and we were able 

to stay on task. After years of hard work by 

so many, it is wonderful to see our church 

building project being completed. I am very 

proud of what we’ve accomplished and feel 

very blessed to have been a part of it.” 

Fr. Randy Knauf, parochial adminis-

trator, also expressed his appreciation for 

the many volunteers who were involved 

throughout the process. “This project 

Rhinelander parish celebrates renovation 

See RHINE
LANDE

R, Page 3
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JSNARSKI@CATHOLICDOS.ORG P lanned by the core team 

for the Diocese of Supe-

rior’s Charismatic Re-

newal movement, the May 20 

Pentecost event at St. Joseph’s 

in Rice Lake celebrated the 

presence and action of the Holy 

Spirit.
Mass began after a time of 

praise and worship. The priests’ 

red vestments stood out against 

the white walls of the church, 

as did the many people wearing 

red in the congregation. Be-

neath resplendent stained glass 

windows, the Spirit Seekers 

choir led the worship music and 

all sang welcoming the “differ-

ent gifts but the same Spirit.”

Bishop James P. Powers’ 

homily highlighted that “today 

all of the events of salvation 

history come together and we 

celebrate it all.” He commented 

on the various liturgical seasons 

and celebrations of the Church’s 

calendar year and how “without 

Pentecost, we wouldn’t cele-

brate any of that.”
The bishop asked, “For how 

many of us does that receiving 

(of the Holy Spirit) have the 

same power as it did in the lives 

of the disciples?” He affi rmed 

that “God sends each and every 

one of us forth to proclaim his 

message every bit as much as 

he did those in that upper room 

that fi rst Pentecost.”
He preached that “God calls, 

commissions and sends each 

and every one of us,” clarifying 

that God’s call is not to save the 

world, because he has already 

done that. “He simply calls us 

to live as though we believe we 

are saved … to live as people of 

hope … as a people who believe 

and trust in the One and True 

God.”
Speaking on the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, Bishop Powers 

encouraged those present to 

acknowledge the gifts they had 

received and not to give into the 

temptation of focusing on the 

gifts others have been given. 

“We’re not bragging, rather 

acknowledging God’s love,” 

he said and then spoke on the 

commonalities of those gifts – 

freely given and as a service or 

ministry for others. 
For i nformation about the 

Pentecost Mass calls 
on Holy Spirit’s 
power today

Fr. Dean Buttrick, diocesan liaison for the Charismatic Renewal, concelebrates Mass on the Solemnity of Pentecost at 

St. Joseph’s Church in Rice Lake on May 20. Fr. Buttrick celebrated 55 years as a priest May 1. (Catholic Herald photos by 

Jenny Snarski)

See PENTECOST, Page 6
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rector of Parish Success Group, led the 

2018 Diocesan Stewardship Day work-

shop May 9 at Turtleback Conference Center 

in Rice Lake. With almost double the average 

number of participants, Curran presented on 

“Getting your Parish to Grow Again.”

The principles outlined stem from 

Curran’s 25-plus years of experience and 

research, which he compiled in a book, “We 

Lack for Nothing.” The book was published 

in 2017 and each participant received a 

complimentary copy with their registration.

With humor and energy, Curran’s style 

energized his listeners and motivated them 

to action with detailed suggestions and best 

practices. Saying he was “only kinda oversimpli-

fying” his explanation of typical parish 

structures, Curran called on clergy and laity 

to adapt and update to the current needs. 

The audience’s laughter was followed by the 

presenter’s affi rmation that: “Christ isn’t 

any less present in the Eucharist than he 

was 50 years age. We’re not changing what 

we believe, but building a better business 

model.”
He warned against blaming, invited to 

internal and personal refl ection, “Start the 

New Evangelization with yourself,” he said.

Curran described the fi rst step of being a 

good steward as taking “inventory of what 

we currently have and how we’re currently 

doing it.”He spoke over and over again of the need 

to build personal relationships. Using the 

example of mailings as a primary means 

of communication with parishioners, and 

noting that 80 percent of registered parish-

ioners are not actively involved or engaged 

with parish life, Curran wasn’t afraid to 

“love you enough to tell you the truth.”

Stewardship Day affi rms, encourages analysis and 

courageous change

See STEWARDSHIP, Page 4
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Fish Fries
Catholic Marriage / Fish Fries
Vocations / Fish Fries
Fish Fries / Senior Focus / County Connection   
       – Green

Health & Wellness / Fish Fries
Easter Greetings / Fish Fries
National Volunteer Week
Parish Events Calendar / Senior Focus
Building and Renovation / County Connection 
     – Green Lake & Marquette

Retirement Living / Mother’s Day
Graduation
Memorial Day / Funeral Planning / Vacation Guide
Senior Focus / County Connection – Iowa

NO PAPER
Vacation Guide
NO PAPER
Independent Colleges / Senior Focus / County  
        Connection  – Jeff erson / 

Pilgrimages
NO PAPER
Senior Focus
NO PAPER
Retirement Living / County Connection – Lafayette

NO PAPER
Retreat Centers / County Connection – Rock
NO PAPER
Back to School / Senior Focus

Vacation Guide
Faith Formation / Building and Renovation
Catholic Marriage
Senior Focus / County Connection – Sauk

Respect Life Month
Regular Issue
Senior Focus
Grief and Loss
Vocations / County Connection – Columbia

Retirement Living
Directory
Thanksgiving / Senior Focus
County Connection – East Dane

NO PAPER
Christmas Greetings and Gift Guide
Senior Focus
Regular Issue
Regular Issue

NO PAPER
Regular Issue
Respect Life / Senior Focus
Catholic Schools Week
County Connection –  West Dane

Retirement Living
Regular Issue
Retreat Centers / Fish Fries
Fish Fries / Senior Focus / County Connection 
      – Grant        


